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I - Theory of motives in protoconversation and games; how meanings 
are shared in movement, without words 
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II- Techniques to identify and measure intersubjective categories of 
motivation and emotion, not just behaviours and perceptions 
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 Research on communication before language that uses detailed measurement and subjective categories of 
description to interpret movements has proved that infants are born with a sense of time and emotions that 
match those of a sympathetic adults ‘intersubjectively’. Acoustic analysis of the voices of mother and infant 
proves that they share and negotiate feelings and movements by controlling pulse, expressive quality and narrative 
in their dialogue  — they show Communicative Musicality in all their movements of communication. This theory 
has applications for teaching, for assessment of problems in early developmenrt, and for therapy and special 
education. It can also explain why methods that use predefined cognitive and behavioural categories to assess 
communication, or to diagnose faults in development of communication, may give a false picture of elementary 
processes in intelligence. A more coherent understanding of how development is adapted to intentional and social 
life requires inferences concerning the coordination and adaptive guidance of body actions by motives, self-and-
other regulating emotions and cooperative awareness. 
 
 O ciclo As Li ções  dos  Mest res  é uma iniciativa integrada no âmbito do projecto de investigação Desenvolvimento 
Musical na Infância e Primeira Infância. À exposição de uma temática exposta por um conceituado especialista (o 
Mestre), segue-se a discussão de trabalhos de investigação em curso (e do qual vão resultar ou resultaram já 
dissertações). Ou seja, a ideia é apresentar modelos de investigação e trabalhos no âmbito do desenvolvimento da 
infância e depois discutir de que forma se aplicam a situações concretas no âmbito da investigação musical. À 
lição do Mestre seguem-se, pois, as dúvidas de Mestres e Mestrandos  — e essas são sempre, também, grandes 
lições. 
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